
Hi everyone! 😄 

Well, here we are! You have come to the end of your time in Scoil Eoin. Congratulations! 🎉 

None of us expected to be finishing the year the way that we have. I know how difficult this may 

have been for you and how disappointed you are about your 6th class year being cut short. You have 

all handled it so well and have managed to respond to this crisis with such strength and I am so 

unbelievably proud of you all. 😊 

These strange circumstances have taught us many things.  

Your hard work and dedication throughout the year and everything you have experienced in the last 

few months will always stand to you and your ability as a learner. It is also likely that you have 

acquired many skills and talents that you did not realise you had. You’ve learned the importance of 

creating a routine, being organised and working independently and in different environments. These 

are things that will stand to you greatly as you start your journey into Secondary School.  

We have learned to never take anything for granted, even if it is something as small as seeing your 

friend in the school yard waving to you on a Monday morning, or something as special as the quality 

time you spend with your families, aunties, uncles, cousins, grannies and grandads. Being able to go to 

the beach or to the playground or park will forever feel that little bit more meaningful than ever 

before.  

We have learned the importance of looking after others and how our actions can have such a strong 

impact on the lives of those around us. Staying in during lockdown was incredibly tough for so many, 

but you have been reminded time and time again just how many lives you have saved by doing this. 

While I’ve said this before, by this simple act, you have all become heroes. This idea, that what you 

do and how you act can affect others, is something I hope you will carry with you throughout life. 

Your impact on the World is so much greater than you may think! ✨  

Although you may be feeling a little nervous or scared about next year, think of it as an exciting 

opportunity. A chance to show all that you are capable of! You have already grown so much and now 

you can use everything you’ve learned to show everyone who you are and what you can do!   

Who knows!?  

Maybe amongst you is the next president or Taoiseach of Ireland.  

Maybe we will see you performing on the World’s stages as talented singers, dancers,  musicians or 

actors! 🌟 

Perhaps you will be one of Ireland’s next greatest sport’s stars or Olympians! 🏅 

I might find myself in years to come reading books written by you, watching movies starring or 

directed by you, or admiring your paintings or photographs on display in well-known galleries. 

📖📽 🎨📸 

You could be a future scientist, doctor, nurse, entrepreneur or teacher! 🔬�💭👩 🏫 

The possibilities are endless and you all have the ability to achieve whatever it is you wish to do. Each 

and every one of you!!! 

I have attached some activities below to keep you entertained and help you to handle the structure 

of Secondary school i.e. timetables, lockers, organisational skills and tips etc. 📚 Again, if you have 

any specific concerns or questions about going to Secondary school, I’m here to help and will happily 

give you as much guidance as I can on Seesaw.  

I’ve learnt so much from you all and hope you continue to follow your dreams! Have an amazing 

summer ☀  

Ms Gaynor😊 

All book rental books are to be returned to the school on Thursday 26th or Friday 27th between 

6.30 and 7.30 pm. Please place all books in a bag and label with your child’s name. These are to be 

returned to the school hall. Please enter through the front door and exit through the back door. 
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Transition Scenarios 
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About My New School 

Pop Quiz About my New School 

● What is the name of my new principal? 

______________________________________________________. 

● What time does school start? 

______________________________________________________. 

● What time does school finish? 

______________________________________________________. 

● If I am taking the bus, do I know which bus stop to get off at? 

______________________________________________________. 

● If I am walking/cycling, do I know how long it will take me to get to and from 

school? 

______________________________________________________. 

● What day(s) do I have P.E? 

______________________________________________________. 

● What happens if I forget my P.E. gear? 

______________________________________________________. 

● What happens if I am late for school or being collected early? 

______________________________________________________. 

● Do I know the school rules? 

______________________________________________________. 

● Can I use my mobile phone at school? 

______________________________________________________. 

● What do I do if I feel sick at school? 

______________________________________________________. 

● Do I know who I can talk to if I have a problem I cannot solve by myself? 

______________________________________________________. 
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My New School Uniform 

When you start a new school, you might also get a new uniform. Some schools do not 

have a specific uniform at all, just a dress code. It is important to wear the correct 

uniform/dress appropriately. Fill in the boxes below to see if you know what you will 

look like in your brand new uniform. 

School Clothes  P.E. Clothes  What I Cannot Wear 

Finding My Way Around 

It is a good idea to have a look around your new school so you know where all of the 

rooms are located. You will be given a tour during your orientation. Below is a list of 

important rooms. If you think you know where these rooms are from previous 

experience/tours, tick the box. 

Helpful Hint - Get a copy of the school map if you can and keep it somewhere convenient for the first 

few weeks of school. It will help you to get used to the new building. 

Important Rooms  I Know How to Find 

My home classroom/tutorial room   

The nearest toilet to my home classroom   

My locker   

The canteen/eating area   

The principal’s office   

The staff room   

The reception   

The science labs   

The music room   

The computer room   

The tech room/lab   

The library   

The art room   
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What does it all stand for? 

Starting secondary school means you will start learning many new subjects. These new subjects 

have long names so sometimes, on lists and timetables, the words are shortened or abbreviated. 

Match the subjects below to their abbreviated version.  

Helpful Hint - Some subjects have more than one abbreviation. 

Metalwork 

Religion 

Civic, Social and Political Education 

Physical Education 

Science 

Music 

History 

Maths 

French 

Business studies 

Social, Personal and Health Education 

Woodwork 

Geography 

German 

Gaeilge (Irish) 

Home Economics 

Spanish 

Technical Graphics 

English  
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Timetable Practice - Reading a timetable 

Your school timetable is very important as it lets you know what classes you have, 

where they are, at what time and for how long. Make sure that when you receive your 

timetable, you keep a number of copies of it in different locations e.g. in your folder, 

your journal, your school bag, lunchbox, at home. Here is an example of a secondary 

school timetable. See if you can read it and answer the questions. 

  

How many days a week does this person have Irish? ____________________ 

What day do they need to bring their P.E. gear to school? _______________ 

How long is big lunch? __________________________ 

When in the week week and in what room does this person have History? 

_______________________________________________________ 

How many times during the week do they have Business Studies? __________ 

How many different rooms is this person in throughout the week? __________ 

Which room do they seem to be in most often? ________________________ 
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Helpful Hint 

To make it easier to read your timetable, you can assign a colour to each subject. As 

mentioned in the helpful hints on staying organised below, put coloured stickers/covers 

on your copies to match the colours assigned to each subject. This will make it easier 

when you’re grabbing the copies for the right subjects. 
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Homework 
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Lockers 

 

Tips to help keep your locker organised 

1. Decide how you will stack you books in your locker 

 

2. Keep the books you need in the morning (before break) on the top of your 

stack or at the beginning of your row of books - stacking books side by 

side can make it easier to take the books in and out. 

3. Colour coding your books can make them easier to find in your locker too. 

- this may be done by colouring your books in coloured paper or putting 

coloured stickers on the binding. 

4. Consider having an extra set of supplies at home - ruler, calculator, 

protractor, Eng/Irish dictionary, copies 

5. Post a copy of your timetable on your locker door where you can see it 

easily. 
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Being Prepared 
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Getting organised for school 

It is important to be organised when starting secondary school. Here are a few questions to 

help you get ready. 

1. Is my name on all my books and copies? 

Helpful Hint - Try using different colour stickers/covers to keep organised. Or have 

different large, zipped, heavy-duty folders for each subject’s books, workbooks, 

copies and equipment. Make sure they’re clearly labelled. 

2. How do I pack my school bag to make it easier to keep organised? 

Helpful Hint - Choose a bag with a few different compartments. Try putting big 

books in the back and smaller ones to the front. Put all sheets into a folder and keep 

your journal somewhere easy to find. 

3. Do I fill my homework journal every day? 

Helpful Hint - In secondary school you will have different subjects on different days 

so it’s a good idea to write your homework for each class into your journal straight 

away.  

4. Do I check my homework journal every night? 

Helpful Hint - Check your journal every night as you may forget that you have 

something due the following day. Having different subjects every day means that you 

may not have a piece of homework due for a few days or even a week but you need to 

make sure you don’t forget about it. 

5. Do I check my timetable every morning before I go to school to make sure I have 

everything I need the day in my school bag? 

Helpful Hint - It’s a good idea to check what classes you have that day in the 

morning, before school, so that you can be confident you have all the books/equipment 

you need. It might be a better idea to have this done the evening before! 

6. Remember you don’t have to bring all of your books every day! You just need to make 

sure you have the ones for the subjects on that day. 

7. If you are having problems, let someone know. Remember, lots of people find their 

first year difficult but there are so many people to help you if you just tell them you 

need it.   
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Helpful organisational tips 

1. Make a ‘To Do’ list 

List items in order of how you will complete them (e.g. easy item first, then hard item, 

then an easy one etc.) 

2. Calendar 

Have a calendar in your bedroom; write down all upcoming events, training sessions, 

projects/assignments due etc. 

3. Folders 

Keep folders for different school subjects - large zipped folders are probably the 

sturdiest for books but also you may need a folder with poly-pockets for any 

worksheets you are given. 

4. Post-it Notes 

Use post-it notes to write down reminders for yourself or to mark important 

topics/information in your books. 

5. Reminders 

Put reminders on your phone e.g. get permission form signed by parents, remember 

ingredients for Home-Ec, bring P.E. gear etc. 

6. Calendar on Phone 

Use the calendar on your phone to add events coming up 

7. “To-Do” and “Finished/Complete” boxes 

Make your list of what is to be done and put a box for when you have the task 

completed. It always feels great to be able to tick something off when it’s done! 
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Rumours 
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Making Friends 
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Advice 
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Activities for the Summer 

 

Physical Education 

PE with Joe Wicks 

- https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLyCLoPd4VxBsXs1WmPcektsQyFbXTf9FO 

PE with Coach Ciarán 

- https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC4i3Jy3V8pkgeoWCY1rDvQQ/videos 

Just Dance Workouts 

- https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0Vlhde7N5uGDIFXXWWEbFQ/videos 

Cosmic Kids Yoga 

- https://www.youtube.com/user/CosmicKidsYoga 

Dance Class with Oti Mabuse 

- https://www.youtube.com/user/mosetsanagape/playlists 

Indoor Soccer Drills 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=coQdgX1XbEM 

Karate for Kids 

- https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRNQulicqo4 

*Check out the Virtual Sports Day on the School App!!!* 

 

Reading 
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Sudoku Puzzles 
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Brain Teasers 

● What letter is next in the sequence? M, A, M, J, J, A, S, O, __ 

● What can run but never walks, has a mouth but never speaks, has a head but never 

weeps and has a bed but never sleeps? 

● What’s full of holes but still holds water? 

● What happens once in a minute, twice in a moment but never in a year? 

● What can you see in the pictures below?  

 

● Can you find the missing words by changing just one letter each time?  

EXAMPLE: CAT -> COT -> DOT -> DOG 

FIR -> ______ -> ______ -> OAK 

● Using the grid below, how many words can you find? Each word must contain the 

central W and no letter can be used twice, unless it’s in the grid more than once. The 

letters do not have to be connected. Proper nouns (names) are not allowed, however 

plurals are. There is at least one nine letter word. 
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Outdoor Art Ideas 

Music Ideas 

- Listen to a song and draw how it makes you feel 

- Design and draw a new musical instrument 

- Create beats on https://www.incredibox.com/demo/ (website version) 

- Explore Chrome Music Lab: https://musiclab.chromeexperiments.com/Experiments 

- Write a parody song (change the words of a song that already exists) 

- Create background music to a short story, using items around the house   

Gaeilge 

Yoga as Gaeilge le Twigín Yoga 

https://rtejr.rte.ie/category/rtejr-blog/yoga/ 

10@10 with RTÉjr 

Irish exercises as Gaeilge with RTÉjr. 

Click on Gaeilge and then on Download at https://rtejr.rte.ie/10at10/ 

  

Smarty Cat Games 

Games to help children learn Irish and French in a fun and exciting manner: 

http://www.smartycatgames.ie/ 
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English 

Listen to Audiobooks and read eBooks using the Libraries Ireland BorrowBox App: 

Libraries Ireland have a large selection of books to listen to/read and now you can access 

them straight away! Just go to http://librariesireland.ie/join, complete the registration, set 

a PIN and you'll be able to log in to Borrowbox with those details to download eBooks and 

audiobooks. 

Visual Arts 

The Glucksman and Creativity At Home:  

Art Activities Online. Each day, they share new art activities and video tutorials. They will 

post your artwork in their galleries: 

http://www.glucksman.org/exhibitions/creativity-at-home 

How to Draw with Sheila Flaherty: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hSWT86uyxk&feature=youtu.be 

Jarrett Lerner drawing tips and techniques: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1p2FaYmes8&feature=youtu.be 

Drawing lessons with Graham Shaw: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7TXEZ4tP06c 
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S.E.S.E. 

Met Éireann: 

Welcome to Met Éireann’s Primary School Resources page, where parents, teachers and 

children will find resources that have been designed for use in primary schools in Ireland: 

https://www.met.ie/education/school-resources 

 

World Book Online from Scoilnet: 

All students in the Republic of Ireland have open and free HOME access to World Book 

Online, a child-friendly online encyclopaedia. It’s perfect for that project you’ve been 

waiting to put together: https://scoilnet.ie/scoilnet-services/world-book/ 
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Maths 

Maths Playground - https://www.mathplayground.com/ 

Maths puzzles and challenges - 

https://www.homeschoolmath.net/online/favorite_puzzles.php 

Maths puzzles and challenges from Maths Week Ireland - 

https://www.mathsweek.ie/2019/resources-puzzles/ 
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Boredom Busters 
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